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The Herald & Glasgow Chamber of Commerce 
Inspiring City Awards 2026
Entry Form

Celebrating The Spirit of Our City
The Herald and Glasgow Chamber of Commerce are proud to join forces once again to deliver the Inspiring City Awards.
This prestigious event is designed to celebrate the city and people of Glasgow, offering an opportunity to spotlight the exceptional legacy and innovative spirit that define our city.





Closing date for ALL applications is 6pm on Tuesday, 28th July.
Please note entries received after this date cannot be considered and will not be entered into the awards unless explicitly agreed with the awards body.

How to Enter
1. Choose the relevant category (or categories)
2. Submit an entry form per category including:
- Individual/ Group/ Business details 
- A written submission in each required question addressing the award criteria
- Supporting evidence (recommended): testimonials, case studies, images.

Please contact charlotte.jebson@newsquest.co.uk if you have any questions regarding your submission

Best of luck!

NOTES
You may use this entry form as a working document and then copy and paste into the awards entry site, or you can send the completed form directly to us.
Your entry should be saved as the category you are entering and your organisation name. For example: Art & Culture Award- The ABC Company.

You may submit multiple entries, and entries may be submitted in more than one category.
If sending direct please send your completed form to:
Charlotte Jebson
Events Executive
Charlotte.jebson@newsquest.co.uk 

You can find the entry rules HERE. 
Full Privacy Policy can be found HERE.
Your Details (*Please fill out all required fields)
Organisation/Individual Name*

Nominee Name (if applicable)

Contact Name*

Contact Email Address*

Contact Phone Number*

Organisation Website

Where did you find out about the event? *
☐The Herald Article
☐The Herald Advert
☐Social Media
☐Word of Mouth
☐Event Website
☐Other (Please specific) ……………………..

Would you like Newsquest Events Scotland & NI to email you updates and information on future events?
Tick to opt in
☐Yes



CATEGORIES & CRITERIA
Award Category for Submission (tick one) *
☐Art & Culture Award
☐Community Impact Award – sponsored by Allied Vehicles
☐Economic Impact Award
☐Environmental Award
☐Heritage Champion Award
☐Outstanding Contribution by a Business Leader – sponsored by Virgin Money
☐Sport Award
☐Youth Empowerment Project Award

CRITERIA (please click on the title below to take you to the relevant criteria)
Art & Culture Award	5
Community Impact Award – sponsored by Allied Vehicles	5
Economic Impact Award	6
Environmental Award	6
Heritage Champion Award	7
Outstanding Contribution by a Business Leader – sponsored by Virgin Money	7
Sport Award	8
Youth Empowerment Project Award	8








CRITERIA
[bookmark: _Toc231811246]Art & Culture Award
This category will reward an individual/organisation that has enhanced the reputation of Glasgow’s cultural ambitions. This category will embrace all art forms including visual arts, music, theatre, architecture, literature, or cultural events.

Entrants should provide evidence of:
• Projects, initiatives, or activities that have promoted Glasgow’s cultural ambitions.
• Innovative contributions across any art form, including visual arts, music, theatre, architecture, literature, or cultural events.
• Collaborations or partnerships that have enhanced Glasgow’s cultural reputation.
• Measurable outcomes or recognition that demonstrate the impact of the work.

Judges will be looking for individuals or organisations whose cultural achievements have not only celebrated creativity but also successfully showcased Glasgow as a vibrant and engaged cultural hub.

[bookmark: _Toc231811247]Community Impact Award – sponsored by Allied Vehicles
Celebrating initiatives that have substantially improved quality of life, community cohesion, or social equity in Glasgow

Entrants should provide evidence of:
• Projects or programmes that have addressed key social issues, improved local services, or supported vulnerable or underrepresented groups.
• Collaborative approaches that have strengthened community ties and promoted inclusivity and engagement.
• Measurable improvements in well-being, access to opportunities, or social outcomes for individuals or communities.
• Long-term sustainability and the potential for wider impact or replication across other areas.

Judges will be looking for initiatives that have delivered tangible benefits, empowered communities, and demonstrated a strong commitment to building a fairer and more connected Glasgow.

[bookmark: _Toc231811248]Economic Impact Award
This award will recognise businesses or initiatives that have significantly contributed to Glasgow’s economic growth and development.

Entrants should provide evidence of:
• Innovative business concepts, models, or initiatives that have driven economic progress in Glasgow.
• Clear demonstration of how these efforts have created jobs, attracted investment, or boosted local business activity.
• Measurable outcomes that highlight the scale and sustainability of the economic impact.
• Strategic planning and execution that supports long-term economic development in the city.

Judges will be looking for impactful initiatives or businesses that have played a key role in strengthening Glasgow’s economy, with a focus on innovation, scalability, and lasting benefit to the city.

[bookmark: _Toc231811249]Environmental Award
This award will recognise an outstanding contribution to enhance Glasgow’s environment and/or combating climate change across the city, helping to address the Glasgow Pacts agreed by global leaders when the city hosted COP26

Entrants should provide evidence of:
• Initiatives or projects that have positively impacted the environment, such as reducing carbon emissions, improving air quality, or increasing biodiversity.
• Innovative approaches to sustainability, waste reduction, renewable energy, or climate resilience.
• Alignment with local, national, or global climate goals, including the Glasgow Climate Pact.
• Measurable environmental outcomes and long-term benefits to the city and its communities.

Judges will be looking for organisations or individuals demonstrating leadership, innovation, and measurable success in advancing environmental sustainability in Glasgow.
[bookmark: _Toc231811250]Heritage Champion Award
Honouring projects or individuals that have played a significant role in preserving Glasgow’s rich history and heritage.

Entrants should provide evidence of:
• Initiatives that protect, restore, or promote Glasgow’s historical sites, traditions, or cultural assets.
• Efforts to engage the community or raise awareness about the city’s heritage.
• Innovative or educational approaches that ensure heritage is accessible and relevant to current and future generations.
• Measurable impact on heritage conservation and public appreciation.

Judges will be looking for those who have demonstrated passion, dedication, and tangible success in safeguarding Glasgow’s unique historical legacy.

[bookmark: _Toc231811251]Outstanding Contribution by a Business Leader – sponsored by Virgin Money
This award will recognise an individual at the forefront of business who has demonstrated outstanding achievement and commitment to Glasgow.

Entrants should provide evidence of:
• Outstanding achievements in their field that have had a positive impact on Glasgow’s economy or reputation.
• A clear vision and strategic leadership that has inspired teams, driven growth, or influenced positive change.
• A consistent track record of commitment, motivation, and effort in supporting the city’s business landscape.
• Initiatives or actions that demonstrate mentorship, community engagement, or industry leadership.

Judges will be looking for individuals whose leadership has made a lasting difference to Glasgow’s business ecosystem and who serve as an inspiration to others through their dedication and achievements.


[bookmark: _Toc231811252]Sport Award
To recognise an outstanding achievement that has fostered the development of sport in the city. They may have inspired others to become more active, been a role model or helped secure facilities and funding.

Entrants should provide evidence of:
• Initiatives, achievements, or programmes that have increased participation in sport or physical activity.
• Inspirational leadership, coaching, or role modelling that has positively influenced individuals or communities.
• Efforts to improve access to sports facilities, secure funding, or support grassroots development.
• Measurable outcomes demonstrating the impact of their contribution on local, regional, or national levels.

Judges will be looking for individuals or organisations that have used sport as a force for good—empowering communities, encouraging active lifestyles, and strengthening Glasgow’s sporting culture.
[bookmark: _Toc231811253]Youth Empowerment Project Award
Awarding initiatives specifically designed to engage and empower the youth of Glasgow, ensuring they are equipped to shape the future of the city.

Entrants should provide evidence of:
• Programs or projects that actively involve youth in decision-making, skill-building, or leadership development.
• Innovative approaches to addressing challenges faced by young people, such as education, employment, mental health, or social inclusion.
• Measurable outcomes demonstrating increased confidence, participation, or opportunities for young people.
• Positive impact on the wider community through youth-led initiatives or collaborations.

Judges will be looking for projects that have successfully empowered Glasgow’s youth, fostering their potential to become active, engaged, and confident contributors to the city’s future.



QUESTIONS
Question 1*
What legacy has your work created for Glasgow and its people?
Tell us how your project, initiative, or leadership will continue to have a lasting positive impact.
(Max 500 words)


Question 2*
Please provide your written submission addressing the entry criteria for this award.
(Max 1,000 words)
Please refer to the category criteria above to ensure your answer is full and complete.



Question 3*
Please provide a 100 word bio of your entry - this will be used in the event programme if you are successful as a finalist (please write in the third person).


Please attach any supporting evidence
You are welcome to provide supporting material to enhance your entry such as photographs, video links, website links or testimonials. These should be uploaded along with your entry form.


*Please include a photo or logo for your entry which will be used in the Awards presentation should you be successful as a finalist.
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